IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVE D

VISITOR EXPERIENCE/
INTERPRETATION/EDUCATION

The Delta Heritge Information Network
would focus attention both gmnally and
nationaly on the gjnificance and

magnitude of the lower Missisgpi Delta
region’s diverse resources and the
interrelationshps between the gion’s

history and its resources, froprehistoy to
thepresent. The information network could
provoke interest in and stimulate visitation
to the lower Mississgipi Delta region, but
mary may be content with oglthe
informationgleaned from the various media.
By not experiencirg the rejion’s resources
firsthand, the “virtual” visitor would, for
exanple, miss thepleasure of comig upon
historic resources thabignantly reveal, ly
ergaging all of our senses, the events of the
past andorovide aglimpse into the lives and
agirations of those who lived before us.

Enhancing the residents’ awareness of their
cultural and natural herigas would

increase theipride in and ppreciation of

the ragion’s significant cultural, natural, and
scenic resources. Increasqubreciation for
these resources could contribute to their
long-term preservation.

RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP
Cultural and Natural Resources

The regponsibility for preservirg the lower
Delta rgjion’s cultural and natural resources
would lie with localgovernments, @ani-
zations, and citizens. There would be no
measures initiated as a result of thelen
mentation of this alternative to lpgbrotect
or restore natural or scenic resources on
eitherprivate orpublic land. Preservation
efforts would continue to be fyenented and
uncoordinated, due to limited technical
assistance and inagieate fundig. How-
ever, the bugeonirg information about the
region’s varied cultural and natural
resources that would be available thgiou
the Delta Heritge Network could result not
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only in increased visitation but also
increasegublic awareness angpareciation
of the resources, resulgnn the
encougament ofpreservation efforts and

possibly additional revenue for resource
preservation. As is the case with the other
alternatives, gher levels of visitation could

eventuadintribute to the dgadation of
cultural and natural resources, which would
necessitate increased mgament of the

visitopexience. Theotential risk,

however, is far owffresl ky the potential
benefits opreservimg neglected and
deterioratig resources.

FACILITY DEVELOPMENT

Implementation of this alternative would not
result in the dpmedot of new facilities.

MANAGEMENT APPROACH

Unlike the maigement aproaches des-
cribed in thprevious alternatives, there
would be neither a formalized framework
for briging together existig public and
private initiatives nor a mechanism for
creatqinew ones as needed. The exigtin
Lower Mississppi Delta Develpment
Center, which would maga the Delta
Heritage Information Network, would lack
both the resources and fungdito be more
than an advocate forg®nal heritae
tourism and resourgareservation. Such
advocag however, couldgnite grassroots
ppaort for heritaye tourism and resource
preservation throghout the lower Delta
gioa, providing momentum for the
successful devepment and initiation of the
proposed 10year stratgic plan, which
would both address aiftrémtisypport
ampdrticipation of all levels ofjovern-
ment, businessegamizations and insti-
tutions, pridate citizens and the means
of a@uiring the necessgrcgital to
iplementproposed heritge tourism
initiatives.



